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Datacolor Spyder 3 Elite Display Calibrator

Far those who process digital images ona

day to day basis, we all know that it's fairly
impontant 1o use a monitor capable of
producing accurate gamma levels as well as
appropriate color profiles. As such, calibrating
a display unit has evolved into a pre-requisite
for many photographers, designers, and others
in a similar trade. To date, there are a few such
devices out in the retall market to make this
process a little easier, like Pantone’s ey suite
of display calibeators, and of course, there's
Daracolors Spyder 3 Elite with its phato-centric
interface in the limelight here.

Hardware wise, there are some cbivious
improverments made 1o the new fangled device
as companed 1o its predecessar, the Spyder 2,
The Elite’s colorimeter now comes embedded
with an ambient light sensor, a deskiop cradle,
and a LED status indicator, Noticeably, it also
prafesses a langer light-measuring aperiune

of 372 square millimeters that’s double the
coverage of Spyder 25 rating of 165 square
millimeters
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Lipon unpacking its contents, we found that the
hurmnble package basically contains a chrome-
colored colorimeter, which is significantly sexier
than the Spyder 2, a cradle as mentioned earlier,
a screen cleaner, and an installation disc. Itis
recommended that users install the bundled
software prior to hooking up the colarimeter.
Additionally, we'l be testing the calibratar

out an a Windows XP systemn, coupled with

a reqular ViewSonic 17-nch LCD monitor. If
youve installed the application without any
glitches, the 05 should be able to detect the
colorimeter once you've connected it

Hatfway through identifying the color contrals,
we realized that the application doesn't alkow us
to check the box for the RGE sliders. This default
se1ting can easily be reschved by going to the
software’s "preferences” setection (followed

by the advanced settings), to turn it back on
However, be warnied that a wiong tweak of

the RGE numbers may mess up your moniions
cvierall colors. Moving on further, the Elite's
sofvware would indicate the optimal display

The colorimeter maented wia its tection cup oa the L{D soreen, This
new senior packs an imgeoved seanitivity over its entecedent.
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Some af the tect images that would greet you towards the end of
the calibeation proess. You can rsem in oa them by dicking an the
diesired area.

values for LCDs s as follows; 2.2 for gamma and
BE00K for the white point balance, What's nice
1 know is that the application gives the wser a
choice to calibrate it with or without taking the
ambient lighting into consideratian, In a similar
fashion, a choice is given as 1o whether you
wish fo mount the colarimeter via the suction
cup or use its attached countenaveight,

The calibration process did not exceed five
rinutes, with much credit going to its ReCAl
features, and moare importantly, the required
steps are easy (o follow through, Towards the
end, the given test images proved that the final
results did indeed display richer colars with
better contrast levels prior to the calibration.
For those who are interested in adjusting the
settings of a projector, the bundled cradle
makes itself useful once again since its also acts
a5 a tripod mount, its recommended that yvou
maount the coloimeter at a distance of 30cm
away from the projector screen

Having taken the Spyder 3 Elite for a spin
ourselves, it's safe to verbalize that the gadget's
fuss-free vet effective methodology in effecting
a screen calibration is rather commendabile.
Besides the basics, there are other options
available fike white and black luminance
targeting, for instance. However, if there's ane
thing we can gripe abaout, it would have to be
the Elite’s rather tharmy price tag.

The Datacolor Spyder 3 Elite Display Calibrator

is available exclusively at Cathay Photo.
Website: www.cathayphoto.com.sg

SPECIFICATIONS

. ICC2, Qiodex s

Humbser of Filter/Detecter Combination: | Filter Detector Technalogy
Bocuracy (xy typlcall: 0.003%

Aperture Sine: 1T mm Dameter

Initial Callration Time: & Mirates

Recalibration Time: 2.5 Mintrs

Amblent Light Shield: }inhes

Mousting Metheds: Unveral buction Cug, UsiveralCoanterwerght and fipod
L]

Dimensbomsc 1011 E53 LEmm

‘Waranty: }pran

‘Website: htip:!/pyéer fatacionom

HWM'S VERDICT

Features: 8.5
User-friendliness: 8.5
Paerformance: 8.5
Value: 7.0




